Franklin County Sheriff’s
Environmental Crimes Unit

Law Enforcement Guide to Scrap Tires & Environmental Crimes
The purpose of this guide is to provide information to law enforcement personnel regarding major requirements of Ohio’s scrap tire rules and laws.  However, it is only a guide and the appropriate sections of the Ohio Revised Code (ORC) and Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) should be read in their entirety and Ohio EPA staff consulted whenever a question arises.

Who is required to register with Ohio EPA? 
ORC Section 3734.83(A) Unclassified Felony, requires that “...no person shall transport scrap tires anywhere in this state unless the business or governmental entity that employs the person first registers with and obtains a registration certificate from the director of Environmental Protection agency of Ohio…” 

Note: An original registration certificate will have a raised seal embossed to the left of the Director’s signature.
Section 3734.83(D) lists exceptions to the above cited prohibition to the transportation of scrap tires without a registration.  
Specifically the following activities DO NOT require registration as a scrap tire transporter:

1. any person who transports 10 or fewer scrap tires in a single load;

2. any person who transports scrap tires for his own use in agriculture or in producing or processing aggregates;

3. if the transporter is a solid waste hauler who transports 10 or fewer tires which are incidental to the solid waste load;

4. any person who is engaged primarily in the retail sale of tires for farm machinery, construction equipment, commercial cars, commercial tractors, motor buses, or semitrailers and who transports 25 or fewer whole scrap tires in a single load.

5. (W) “Commercial car,” “commercial tractor,” “farm machinery,” “motor bus,” “vehicles,” “motor vehicle”and“semitrailer” has the same meanings as in section 4501.01 of the Revised Code.

Shipping papers are to be used by all of the following: 

1 All registered scrap tire transporters;

2 All licensed owners or operators of scrap tire facilities; 

3 All transporters who are not required to be registered; 

4 All generators (tire retailers) of scrap tires.

What should I do if I observe a vehicle with a load of scrap tires?
If you encounter a vehicle transporting scrap tires, the presence of a load of scrap tires is reasonable suspicion for initiating a traffic stop for the purpose of verifying compliance with ORC 3734.83 an Unclassified Felony.  
The investigating officer must weigh the circumstances to determine whether sufficient objective facts exist to create reasonable suspicion that the driver is illegally transporting scrap tires.  Objective facts may include, but are not limited to, transporting more than 10 tires in a vehicle failing to display a company placard/insignia, transporting tires during atypical business hours (late at night, early in the morning) or travelling outside of traditional transportation routes (residential alleys, country roadways).

As part of this guide there are documents that can be used to gather information relevant to the investigation, administrative or civil enforcement, and criminal prosecution of violations of the scrap tire transportation law.  Once it is determined that the there is a violation of illegal transportation of scrap tires, the investigating officer, should contact the Environmental Crimes Unit for additional instruction.  At the completion of the stop, the investigating officer must call the Environmental Crimes Unit office number(s) as to the location of the impounded vehicle prior to the end of shift.  The report forms should be forwarded to the Environmental Crimes Unit located at 410 S. High St. Third Floor.  

Forms needed to process a tire transporter:

After contacting one of the Environmental Crimes Unit Deputies (contact information is provided below) who will respond to the scene, circumstances permitting.  The investigating officer should complete the following forms, to include but not limited to;
1 Statement of Witness form SHR-DB-36

2 Scrap Tire Interview Record form GD#1007

3 Photos of the vehicle with tires, license placard and suspect / driver.

4 Vehicle Impound Record form PT-SHR-05 (Place a hold per the Environmental Crimes Unit deputy contacted)
5 Offense Report # and Cad #

6 U-10-100 form SHR-AD-27
7 Criminal Investigative Summary form SHR-DB-36 (from all responding law enforcement)
8 FI all occupants

9 LEADS printouts (vehicle and driver)

What should I do if I find someone dumping or burning scrap tires?
The investigating officer should contact the Environmental Crimes Unit for additional instruction.  At the completion of the contact / stop, call the Environmental Crimes Unit office number(s) to advise the assigned Environmental Deputy of the disposition and any additional information.  Environmental Deputy will report the site to the appropriate Ohio EPA district office.

ORC 3734.03 states, “No person shall dispose of solid wastes by open burning or open dumping, except as authorized by the director of environmental protection…” Scrap tires are considered a solid waste in Ohio.
Open burning and open dumping are defined in the ORC 3734.01 as:

“Open burning” means the burning of solid wastes [scrap tires] in an open area or burning of solid wastes [scrap tires] in a type of chamber or vessel that is not approved or authorized . . .

“Open dumping” means the depositing of solid wastes [scrap tires] into a body or stream of water or onto the surface of the ground at a site that is not licensed as a solid waste facility under section 3734.05 of the Revised Code or, if the solid wastes consist of scrap tires, as a scrap tire collection, storage, monocell, monofill, or recovery facility under section 3734.81 of the Revised Code; the depositing of solid wastes that consist of scrap tires onto the surface of the ground at a site or in a manner not specifically identified in divisions (C)(2) to (5), (7), or (10) of section 3734.85 of the (5), (7), or (10) of section 3734.85 of the Revised Code.  More detailed information can be found in the attached copies of ORC, Ohio EPA and Franklin County Sheriff’s Office forms or the websites listed below.
Franklin County Sheriff's Office
Franklin County Prosecuting Attorney's Office
Franklin County Public Health
Ohio EPA Scrap Tire Program
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